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Girl, you've got an ass like I've never seen / And the ride, I say
the ride, is so smooth / You must be a limousine - from Little Red
Corvette by The Artist Formerly Known As Prince.

For dyke writer Tristan Taormino the Artist's paean to ‘auta’ erotica is the

uttimate metaphor for her overriding obsession — the joy of anal sex. "You

enture into the back seat of a car you think isn’'t meant for passenge

/s New York-based Taormino, “but with lots of patience and lube you

discover it can be a limo.”
She should know. Taormino's seventh and maost recent book, The

Ultimate Guide To Anal Sex For Women [Cleis Press], is a must for anyane

- mate or female - who's interested in exploring the pleasures of the back

door. The baook examines everything from AlDS-age taboos to analingus

and fisting. |t's probably the only book ever to have been sent to revie

h a press kit that included a butt plug and lube.
On first meeting, Taormino looks disarmingly like Ally Sheedy, in the

ays when the former Bratpacker used moisturiser, She gets the

comparison a lot and sure enough, when we enter a local straight bar for

our interview, some of the regulars do a double take. Pretty scon the

rubber-necking is mare on account of her sexual candour. *| feel like the sexual zine Pucker Up and writes a regular column, "Adventure or
leather dyke scene is undergoing a renewsl in NYC and the Leshian Sex the lesbian magazine On Our Backs.
Mafia is back in full swing,” she says, over her drink. "There are a lot more The 27-year-old New Yorker is adamant that anal sex is a window into
lesbian sex parties.” sex education in general. "A lot of the things | talk about in my book and
A keen butt bandit since her first girlfriend showed her how to put the workshops - patience, using lube, setting realistic goals, talking about
ck in her fundament, Taormina's head isn't totally up her arse: this f ies, experimenting by f - apply to sex across the board,”

tant point to her therapist. "It

o

some-time st’ippe-’. go-go girl and sex educator is also the editor of the making a particularly impar

g cnnual Best Lesbian Erotica [Cleis Press). She also founded the pan- #—nnﬂ’ s me that there are people having sex right now without talking. [lee o]

“It baffles me that every
other woman isn’t thinking, ‘I should be
producing my own lesbian porn movie, or
producing a lesbian porn magazine ... There's
definitely a need for it.”

| That needs to stop. Even if you like to be quiel in bed there needs to be a
little dialogue, otherwise how do you know if anything feels good? A lot of

people say to me, '| really want to do anal but there’'s no way in hell I'd

TALES DP A bring it up with my partner.” And | say to them, if you can't bring this up
B - T there's probably a bunch of other things you can't bri

ring up and do you
- e : o
want to be in that kind of relationship?
BAN bI'...!:'

If there's one thing Taermine likes as much as sex, it's getting her picture

taken. “The spread for blue was such an amazing experience because 'ma =




aly t's everyone’s job to look at me,” she says

st and on a shoot it

pping or go-go dancing and women have the
g orgo-g g

m sir

k at you. This really fed the exhibitionist in me, it gave me a
fix. | could go on hiatus now for months and still feed on it.”

she and photographer Simon Harsent had planned to

ormino says

some unconventional images. However, neither had bargained on

5

jal chemistry between her and Harsent's male assistant, Erik. "l

U

Sex

started flirting with Erik on the shoot and Simon picked up on that - there

was this running joke about how he's so cute he's going to turn the
\esbian straight,” she says.

When it was agreed that the images would be accompanied by

L

Taormino's handwritten musings there was no doubt as to what she would

ey /1€ 01 her photo with Erik. “I've been very out about fucking men and
people are up in arms about that. You know, I've been called a ‘former
leshian’ in the press. I've been criticised. Is she bisexual? What's she
doing? How can she maintain that she’s still a dyke?" Personally, | don't
understand how people have the time to worry about who I'm fucking, but
it's been important for me to be really out about it and not feel like the
lesbian separatists are going to shame me for wanting to fuck a man once
in @ while. And | will fuck him, and he'll be a changed man for it.”

As a dyke-identifying woman, Taormino insists on speaking her mind
because, she says. there are too many stories and images missing from
lesbian history. Thankfully for her crusade, she could talk underwater with
marbles in her mouth. “It's interesting because for gay men there is so
much consumable porn, both written and visual,” she says. “Lesbians

don't really have all that much.” She thinks part of the reason is because

women - especially lesbians - are still not comfortable being producers I
and consumers of sex.

“I'm convinced that men could be raised in the wild by animals, and if
you took them to a strip joint on their 21st birthday they'd whip out a wad

of notes — they just know!” she says. "They know how to behave, they know

TALES OF A_‘
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the ritual and they re all there reinforcing each other. We don't have that.”
From where Taormino stands on the go-go podium, women still have a
way to go before they're comfortable objectifying each other. "When | go to
public sex parties for women sometimes there are 40 women and four of
them are having sex and the rest of them are just standing around,” she
says. “And when I'm go-go dancing for women they still have issues about
tipping. Obviously women have less money sa they have to weigh up having
five drinks against having two drinks and tipping the living daylights out of
this girl. But it baffles me that every other woman isn't thinking, ‘I should

be producing my own lesbian porn movie, or producing a lesbian porn. =
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